
WHAT NEED DOES CASA OF COOK COUNTY FULFILL?

Right here, right now in Cook County there are 5,800+ children in the foster care 
system. These children may be abused, neglected, abandoned or all three. Once in care, 
the average child will spend three years in the system, move three times and attend nine 
different schools. As they experience the foster care system – still impacted by their 
previous abuse or neglect – their quality of life declines. 

Consider these startling statistics:

• 50% of young women previously in foster care will become pregnant before they   
reach 19 years of age and 25% of their male counterparts will father a child by that 
same age;
• Only 7-13% of foster youth will enroll in higher education;
• Only 1% actually earn a college degree; 
• One study found that after a period of eight years from “aging out” of the foster   
care system, less than half of those youth were employed, more than 80 percent of the 
young men had been arrested and nearly 60 percent convicted of a crime; 
• An estimated 3 in 10 of the nation’s adult homeless are former foster youth; and 
• CASA of Cook County can only provide one-on-one support for approximately 
10% of all children in the system.  

 (Source: National Court Appointed Special Advocate Association, www.casaforchildren.org.)

HOW DO WE ACCOMPLISH OUR GOAL OF FINDING SAFE & PERMANENT HOMES 
FOR CHILDREN? 

FIRST | CASA stands for Court Appointed Special Advocates. CASA of Cook County 
trains everyday people to stand-up for abused and neglected children in an overwhelmed 
and extremely under-resourced foster care system. Volunteer advocates undergo 32 
hours of training before being assigned to their first case. Because of our limited 
resources, our volunteer advocates are appointed to cases deemed most in-need of 
individual, dedicated support.
SECOND | CASA devotes one advocate to champion one child or one set of siblings, 
ensuring that the child’s voice is present in court even if the child is not. Our advocates 
spend an average of 10 –20 hours each month on a child’s case. They research cases 
and connect with the children to assess their well-being and with the adults involved 
(biological and foster parents, case workers, lawyers, teachers, therapists and doctors). 
THIRD | CASA Advocates provide valuable and detailed information to the court. Judges 
rely on these insights to help make the best decisions about a child’s future. CASA 
Advocates help eliminate roadblocks to ensure the ultimate goal of getting a child into a 
safe and permanent home. 
FOURTH | CASA of Cook County provides other important programs to support 
Chicago’s most vulnerable children and teens. Our CITY (Creating Independent 
Transitions for Youth) Program provides job readiness training for foster youth who will 
soon age out of the system. Our annual “Play Your Part” toy drive brings joy to more 
than 400 local children. 


